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The period of revolution for independence in Sumatra still be a sexy topics in the study of 
contemporary history of Indonesia. This crucial period sufficient to record a lot of memory about 
the story of the main character of the foundation stone of the government of the Republic in 
Sumatra. Figure of Mr. TM Hasan, that can defuse political tension, when the struggle for 
independence took place in the full of conflict and turmoil. No wonder the Japanese military 
leaders, and the Allies needed his help to defuse the situation in the city of Medan at the time. 
Attitudes and lines such struggle has led to Mr. T. M. Hasan became the figure of a leader who was 
instrumental in building the basics of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia in Sumatra 
with the wise. Because of that attitude and act of the struggle made him a symbol and role model 
worthy of the nation's current leaders and society in general.  
 
Key Words: Independence Revolution, Sumatra, Mr.TM Hasan, Government of Republic of 
Indonesia.  
Introduction  
In the history of Sumatra, especially in the period of revolution for independence, the name of Mr. 
T.M. Hasan never be separated from the events of the revolution itself. When the struggle to 
uphold the proclamation went so fast and volatile, his position as Governor of Sumatra and 
Deputy Leader, Sukarno in Sumatra is very important and strategic. As known, despite the 
proclamation of independence has been voiced in Jakarta, but in different regions of welcome and 
acceptance process of tumultuous times. In Medan, the realization of the Proclamation of 
Independence of the Republic of Indonesia has officially just been conducted on 3 October 1945, 
approximately 50 days after the Soekarno-Hatta read the text of the proclamation of 
independence on 17 August 1945. The duration of the process of realization of the proclamation 
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of independence that reflects the severity of the atmosphere of revolution for independence in 
Medan. When the proclamation and the establishment of republican government running in 
Medan was present strength Nica / Netherlands and assisted by the Allies who are ready to 
reinvest its power in Indonesia. Even this condition is complicated by some people who are still 
expecting the return of Dutch forces in Medan and the persistence of Japanese troops to maintain 
the status quo. Beyond that, the supporters of the republic, especially from among the youth and 
the revolutionary people's army has its own logic of the revolution and unable to be controlled by 
the republic and its military strength.  
In the tumultuous  revolutionary atmosphere that Mr. T.M. Hasan able to slowly and 
surely build the foundations of government bureaucracy RI in Sumatrera, especially in Medan as 
the capital of Sumatra Province. One of the attitudes that remain firmly held in his struggle  
enforce the proclamation of independence is always held on the formal legal rules, as moderate, 
although he was criticized because his attitude was very slow and too provide tolerance to certain 
segments of society regarded the youth are not assertive in attitude in the Republic of Indonesia. 
How can he run a moderate stance and formal legality is in the middle atmosphere of 
revolutionary spirit of the youth and military threat NICA / Allies in upholding the proclamation of 
independence.? What steps or actions does he do? This article tries to answer those questions. To 
be clear, the discussion will be preceded by a brief description of the final period of the Japanese 
occupation of Sumatra, because this period is very important and determine the future of 
Indonesia's independence proclamation of travel and the name of Mr. T.M. Hasan began to enter 
the national political arena. 
Formation of Advisory Board of Sumatra (Tyou Sangi-in)  
At the end of 1944, the Japanese military government began to give greater political participation 
to the political movement. Granting political participation was made possible because of 2 (two) 
things. First, the Japanese began to push across the Pacific Battlefield. Relations between Japan 
and countries in South Region (including the Islands of Indonesia) have almost been completely 
cut. Allied troops landing in Indonesia, particularly in Java and Sumatra, at any time can happen. 
Second, based on the condition that the Japanese tried hard to invite the people of Indonesia to 
participate actively support Japan in the war against Allied forces. That is why at the date of 7 
September 1944 Japanese Prime Minister Kuniaki Koiso, announced, that the "East Indies" 
(Indonesia) will be given its independence "in the future." The incident became known in history 
with the promise of Koiso (Benda, Irikura & Kishi, 1965: 259). The fall of the Philippines in February 
1945 To the General MacArthur and the fall of Burma to British troops in May 1945, providing a 
strong impetus for the Japanese military authorities in Tokyo and in Jakarta to immediately realize 
the promises Koiso.  
In North Sumatra, promise of independence quickly has been broadcast around the region 
through such official channels, the press, radio, and speeches. The statements by Soekarno and 
Hatta in Java and other Indonesian leaders who worked in Japanese military government in North 
Sumatra was broadcast quickly. On September 15 the Japanese military government officially 
allows the flying of red and white flag and singing "Indonesia Raya”. At the same time 
Gunseikanbu (office of the Japanese Military Administration Department) announced, that for five 
days starting on 19 and 23 September 1945, will soon held a ceremony to welcome the promises 
of independence (Langenberg, 1976: 235-236). The ceremony was immediately held in all cities in 
eastern Sumatra and Tapanuli Residency. In a ceremony that Japanese military officials spoke 
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enthusiastically invites residents to prepare for independence and help Japan against the Allied 
forces. Conversely, the nationalist movement figures, also took the opportunity to propagate ideas 
of Indonesia's independence is of course different from the goal with the desire of Japan.  
Despite the promise of independence was not clear when it will be given, but the 
destruction of Japan's military is increasingly apparent has determined that Indonesia's own 
independence will be realized. Conditions that make the people of North Sumatra attention 
increasingly focused to the problem of Indonesia's independence. However, until August 1945 the 
Japanese military government refused any direct participation of people of Sumatra in Indonesia 
to independence political development (Reid, 1971: 22-30). But with the pressure from the 
Japanese authorities in Tokyo, the Japanese Military Government ultimately expand the 
participation of the population in Sumatra in preparing for independence. On March 21, 1945 
announced the formation Tyou Gunseikanbu Sangi-in (Central Advisory Council), Sumatra. 
Mohammad Syafei (West Sumatra) was appointed as Chairman, Tengku Nyak Arif (Aceh) and Mr. 
Abdul Abbas (Lampung) was appointed as Vice Chairman. Choo Sangi-in Secretariat  led by 
Adinegoro. Nevertheless, the issue of when the independence of Indonesia will be given has not 
been clarified. Until the trial Choo Sangi-in the first and last well in Bukit Tinggi on 27 June to 2 July 
1945, when Indonesia's independence will be given yet to be decided. But the trial had been 
successfully decided the establishment of the Preparatory Committee for Indonesian 
Independence. Three weeks later, the formation of the Committee of Inquiry's independence were 
announced. Mohammad Syafei  appointed as Chairman and Adinegoro was appointed as 
Secretary. Of the 24 member committee was appointed, 6 (six) persons originating from East 
Sumatra, namely Dr.Pirngadi, Dr. Amir, Mr. TM Hasan, Hamka, Tengku Saibun, and Hua-Chang 
(Reid, 1971: 28-45). 
Mr. T.M. Hasan as  Sumatra delegation to PPKI Assembly in Jakarta.  
 
Establishment of Committee of Inquiry of Independence on July 28, 1945 in Bukit Tinggi, turned 
out to be a very important moment for the continuation of the revolution for independence in 
Sumatra, especially the implementation of Indonesia's independence proclamation. In one 
resolution, the Council had stated that, three delegates who will represent Sumatra to Jakarta 
conduct coordination with similar bodies that have been active, among others Mr.TM Hasan, Dr. 
Amir and Mr. Abdul Abbas. Gunseikanbu decision turned out to be an important factor in the 
process of political development in Sumatra at the beginning of the revolution for independence. 
The appointment of Mr. T. M. Hasan, Dr. Amir and Mr. Abbas as delegation of sumatra in PPKI   
Jakarta according Mohamad Said is proposed by Soekarno to the Japan Joint Commander Seventh 
Fleet and based on this, the Commander of the 25th Japan Army in Sumatra was command to 
send the three delegation to Jakarta  (Bureau History Prima, 1976: 730). The process of 
appointment of the three delegation of  Sumatra itself did show that there is disharmony 
relationship between the occupying Japan army 25th  in sumatra and 16th  in Java on the issue of 
independence in Indonesia. From the beginning, soldiers 25th   have a separate consideration on 
the granting of independence to Sumatra. According to them, Sumatra and Java, they differ not 
only in culture, but also in the political experience of government. Java is more advanced, while 
Sumatra somewhat lagging. Therefore they do not want to Sumatra and Java equated.   This 
consideration was not approved by the supreme leader of Japanese troops either in Saigon and in 
Tokyo. Because of this,  it is not surprising if the leadership of Sumatra that has been built can not 
be seated in PPKI and Leader of Sumatra because was not approved  by Tokyo. The result is very 
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influential in the slow process of government formation of the Republic of Indonesia in Sumatra 
(Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 210).  
 
On August 12, 1945 Mr.TM.Hasan and Dr.Amir depart from Medan to Singapore, while 
Mr.Abbas depart directly from Lampung to Jakarta. In Singapore they await the arrival of Soekarno 
and Hatta, who had just returned from Dalat. Four days before that on August 8, 1945, Soekarno-
Hatta went to Dalat (near the city of Saigon, Vietnam), to discuss the issue of Indonesia's 
independence. Two days later they both go to Jakarta, four days before the Japanese government 
officially surrendered to the Allies.  
 
 
 In Jakarta, an important event continues to grow rapidly. On August 17, 1945 Soekarno-
Hatta declared Indonesia's independence proclamation. Two days later PPKI approve the form of 
government of the Republic of Indonesia. Territory of the Republic of Indonesia covering the 
former Dutch East Indies, divided into 8 (eight) provinces, namely West Java, Central Java, East 
Java, Sumatra, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Maluku and Nusa Tenggara (Lesser Sunda Islands). Dr. Amir 
explicitly emphasized the need for the implementation of an extensive system of political 
decentralization. With this system expected regions outside Java will gain broad autonomy (M. 
Yamin, 1959: 410-412 and 419).  
 
When the discussion to establish the Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia on August 
18, 1945, there was a very crucial problem that is the problem of words 'with the obligation to 
implement “Syariat Islam” for the adherents' in the preamble and Article 29, Paragraph 1, the 
Draft Constitution RI. The words in article 29 will lead to a long debate in the Plenary Meeting, as 
there are groups who do not agree. Hatta asked Mr. T.M. Hasan to convince Ki Bagus Hadikusumo, 
one representative of Islam in PPKI that very hard to maintain the chapter, to eliminate the 7 
words in the article. With diplomatic skills, he managed to run a very important task, so that draft 
article 29 was acceptable to all groups in Indonesia. T.M. Hasan declared, "Ki Bagus for not just 
look at interest group, but should look at national interests .... That what we  need is freedom,  if 
we continue to defend the interests of one-sided, The Christians can be armed by the Dutch ... we 
do not need afraid because of the number of Muslims is 90 %..." (Dwi Purwoko, 1995: 32-33). The 
words from T.M. Hasan can then be pleasing and acceptable by Ki Bagus Hadikusomu. Mr. T. M. 
Hasan role is so important because his actions were able to prevent the disintegration of a nation 
that might have happened if the Draft of constitution of Article 29 paragraph 1 shall remain be 
forced become one of the sound section in the Indonesian constitution.  
 
In the trial of PPKI August 22, 1945, Mr.TM Hasan, was appointed as Governor of Sumatra. 
The process of his appointment as Governor of Sumatra was the proposal of Dr. Amir who was a 
member of the Small Committee which will provide the consideration of a few things on the 
President. T.M. Hasan himself proposes Mangaraja Soangkupun, a “Demang” and former 
members of Volkraad, Mr. Abbas and Dr. Amir, but Dr. Amir remains propose T.M. Hasan with the 
consideration that he has experience in government affairs since worked in the Office of the 
Governor of Sumatra when the Dutch and Japan era .. About the Curriculum Vitae of Mr. T. M. 
Hasan when The Dutch and Japanese colonial period (Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 170-188, and 232).  
Mr.TM Hasan given full powers to appoint Resident (Regional Head) and government officials, Dr. 
Amir used as Deputy Governor. Mr. Abbas was assigned to form the National Committee of 
Indonesia (KNI) and the Regional Representatives Council in the whole of Sumatra. In addition, 
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PPKI also set the Indonesian National Party (PNI) as a state party and the Barisan Keamanan Rakyat 
(BKR) as the guardian of the republic. Then, upon the recommendation Mr.T.M. Hasan and Dr. 
Amir, PPKI legitimized city of Medan as the capital of Sumatra Province (Sofyan Effendi, 1990: 9; 
Koesno Diprodjo, 1955: 117-120). A day later, The 3 (three) representatives went to Palembang by 
Japanese fighter planes to implement the tasks given by PPKI together with M. Syafei and 
Adinegoro.  
 
PPKI task that is charged to the representatives of Sumatra was heavy enough because, 
First, Japan in preparing the independence of Indonesia in Sumatra is too little compared to what 
is done in Java. Second, Medan city  is not the main center of activity of the Japanese military 
administration, all activities centered in the town of Bukit Tinggi. Third, Mr.TM. Hasan and Dr. 
Amir typically do not have a reputation outside the Medan city, especially among leaders of 
political movements. Fourth, the objective conditions in the Sumatran Residens completely 
isolated from each other and this causes social isolation among regions. Something that may have 
been deliberate by the Japanese. Fifth, poor communication between Java and Sumatra islands 
and between the areas on Sumatra itself. Sixth, the exist  of Japanese troops and  returning Allied 
soldiers / NICA. And lastly, the diversity of ethnic and social that can complicate Mr.TM Hasan and 
Dr. Amir realize the task of PPKI.  
 
Travel Enforcing the Proclamation of Independence in Sumatra  
 
On August 24, 1945, Mr. T.M Hasan, Dr. Amir, and Mr. Abbas arrived in Palembang, and Mr. Abbas 
remained in Palembang to form a government of the Republic in Residency Lampung. After a 
meeting with Dr. A.K.  Gani, Dr. M. Isa, Ir. Abraham accompanied by providing information about 
the proclamation and some guidelines on the establishment of KNI and BKR, the next day  Mr.TM 
Hasan and Dr.  Amir depart by road to Medan. In Jambi, Mr. T.M. Hasan explained about the 
proclamation of Indonesian  independence to Dr.  Sagaf  Yahya, Abdul Manan, Makalam and 
others accompanied by the formation of KNI and BKR command in Jambi. Mr. T. M.  Hasan  group 
then continued his journey and arrived at Bukit Tinggi. In Bukit Tinggi, he discussed the issue of the 
proclamation and establishment of KNI and others with Adinegoro and others. After that they 
come across Gunseikan who then explained to them that since losing the war, he was not able to 
help and encourage the achievement of Indonesian independence. However, stressed that all 
government positions in Sumatra will be submitted to the Indonesian people before Allied forces 
landed. After brief talks with Djamaluddin , Adinegoro and Mohamad Syafei, then Mr.TM Hasan 
and Dr. Amir went to Tarutung (Hamka, 1966: 278-279; Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 235-237). A day 
later Syafei announced the proclamation of independence in Bukit Tinggi and on 31 August 1945, 
KNI West Sumatra has been established.  
 
Mr.T.M.Hasan and Dr. Amir arrived in Tarutung on August 28, 1945 after stopping briefly 
in Kotanopan, Padang Sidempuan, and Sipirok. They found in Tapanuli, a movement by local 
leaders attempt to form a front  to support the proclamation of independence. A branch of the 
PNI was also established in Padang Sidempuan. In Tarutung,  since the announcement of the 
Japanese surrender on 22 August 1945, the nationalist leaders held a meeting under the 
leadership of Dr. Ferdinand Lumban Tobing. In the meeting,  it was decided to form the “Badan 
Keamanan Rakyat” (BKR,) planned to provide stockpiles of food and clothing for the interests of 
the general public (Ministry of Information, 1953: 32-33). Leaflets containing the declaration of 
independence  start to taped at public buildings, houses, and in shops on 3 city, Sibolga, Padang 
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Sidempuan, and Tarutung. The atmosphere is encountered by Hasan and Dr Mr.TM. Amir. Mr.T.M. 
Hasan then appointed  Dr. Ferdinand L. Tobias as The chief of Resident Tapanuli .  
When Mr.T.M. Hasan and Dr. Amir was in Tapanuli, Amir got the worrisome news from Medan, 
the Sultan Langkat  Dr. T. Mansoer has established a Reception Committee (Comite van Ontvangs) 
who has held the city of Medan and other cities in Sumatra. Amir worries are not groundless, 
because the truth is that on August 22, 1945 the members of Syu Sangi Kai East Sumatra to meet 
under the leadership of its chairman Dr. T. Mansoer. Present in the meeting, the royal princes, 
Japanese officials, and community leaders such as Abdul Karim MS. In that meeting explained that 
Japan was already defeated and the Allies would land. Besides, it discussed how to ensure security 
and public order in the transitional period before the Allies arrived. Subsequently on August 25, 
1945 there is also a meeting between the kings and the sultans at home Dr. T. Mansoer on the 
corner of Amaliun / Sisingamangaraja road. The meeting, chaired by Sultan Langkat was done to 
explain to the Allies during this later why the kings and community leaders have to cooperate with 
the Japanese Military Administration.  Meeting on 25 Agutus 1945 that was later rumored to be 
efforts to establish Comite van Ontvangs as a forum to bring together groups aristocratic / royal 
figures welcomed the presence of the Netherlands (Biro Sejarah Prima, 1976: 93-94).  
 
The committee was rumored to be welcoming the arrival of Dutch and detain leaders of 
national movements. Finally, many movement leaders who fled the city of Medan. The incident 
has undermined the spirit of Dr. Amir and advise on Mr. T.M. Hasan to go back to Aceh, Because 
the city of Medan  was not safe and Dr. Amir himself  will return home. However, Mr. T. M. Hasan 
remained in his attitude to perform tasks that have been entrusted as well as Governor of Sumatra 
and Sukarno deputy,  to enforce the proclamation of independence in Sumatra. Mr. T. M. Hasan 
said "this is what, why just heard the news continues to panic" (Sofyan Effendi, 1990: 37). Here 
already it appears that Mr. T.M. Hasan is a leader who does not easily believe the issues and easily 
discouraged or fearful as Dr. Amir. It turned out that the leaders of national movement  are still  
domiciled in Medan, like Abdul karim MS, M. Saleh Omar, Jacub Siregar, Dr. Sunaryo, Dr. Pirngadi, 
and others. In fact, on August 25, 1945, at the initiative of 13 former officers Gyugun namely, 
Ahmad Tahir, Jacob Siregar, Zein Hamid, Abdul Razak, Abdul Gani, Hopman Sitompul, Nazamuddin, 
Wiji Alvisah, Burhanuddin, T. Marjuned, Roeslan, Moralam Harahap, and David Tampubolon, 
formed a committee to help and bring together former of  Heiho  and Gyugun under the 
leadership of Ahmad Tahir. From The members Gyugun and Heiho contained in the committee 
was then formed a Union of Youth Training. Although the unity of social-economic nature, but  
from their support,  the Republic in Sumatra (Medan) got his first endorsement. Until the end of 
August 1945, activities that lead directly to the direction of political change, especially the 
realization of the proclamation of independence of the Republic of Indonesia in Medan is not 
apparent. At that time the political situation still remains vacuum (empty) and the city of Medan is 
still a city without a single leader.  
 
On August 29, 1945, Mr.T.M. Hasan and Dr. Amir arrived in Medan. Mr. TM Hasan as 
Governor of Sumatra trying to put the wisdom of moderation, in the sense of trying to embrace all 
segments of society in Medan, both from the faction of leaders political movements  and the royal 
figures. Thus not surprising that Mr.TM Hasan and Dr. Amir then made contact with the two 
community groups to convey what has been instruct by PPKI. But news of the presence of the 
NICA / Dutch and Allied forces had begun to spread among the community Medan which thus 
becomes a serious threat to the attempt  of Mr. T. M. Hasan run workloads he was adopting.  
These developments, of course, make angry leaders of national movements, especially youth 
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groups Gyugun former officers, and Heiho. They realized that the cooperation between the 
Netherlands and the Allies really endanger the survival of the Republic of Indonesia's 
independence proclamation. In addition, joint cooperation is clearly leading to the restoration of 
Dutch colonial rule in Indonesia. For that there is no other way for them, except to mobilize all the 
strength of the people in one row to banish the Netherlands mission. Nevertheless, it seems that 
the unity of front that will be realized to realize this goal difficult to obtain. The more moderate 
nationalists, especially the older group, prefer to take the attitude of wait and see, while some 
segments of society show is not so enthusiastic to welcome the Declaration of Independence. As a 
result Dr. Amir himself began to get into the line of people who doubt (M. Said, 1973: 164-165), 
but not so for Mr. T. M. Hasan.  
 
The constraints that ultimately makes a number of movement leaders belonging to the 
rescuers Gyugun and Heiho committee, urged Mr. TM Hasan to act immediately proclaimed the 
Republic of Indonesia. However, Mr.TM Hasan continues to refuse on the excuse that he is still 
waiting to obtain official confirmation of his appointment as Governor of Sumatra from Jakarta 
KNIP (TM Hasan, 1946: 5). From the principle of legality and as Meester in de Rechten, the steps 
taken by Mr.TM Hasan understandable, considering it has not been obtained Mr.TM Hasan Decree 
(SK), officially as the Governor of Sumatra. In such situations, it is natural when Mr.TM Hasan still 
be waiting, because of course people will ask their validity as Governor of Sumatra, where he was 
to act as mandated by PPKI. In an uncertain situation, Japan was at the helm, as mandated by the 
Allies, the presence of Dutch forces, and the exist of royal power, of course, makes Mr.TM Hasan 
can not act rashly. Mr.TM Hasan want to act in accordance with the authority and applicable law.  
 
With such conditions it is not surprising that in Medan, at the commencement of the 
proclamation of independence emerged a style of pressure and rejection among the movements 
group (especially youth groups) on one side with Mr.TM Hasan, Dr.Amir, and figures of moderate 
nationalists on the other. Therefore, there was continuous efforts to raise some broad consensus 
to contain inspiration population of Medan. With that experience, youth groups became 
dissatisfied because the proclamation of independence has not been realized in Medan, while in 
areas of Tapanuli already held on September 8, 1945. Meanwhile, news that the Dutch cruisers 
“Trompt” that ride Allied Navy (UK) has been docked at the port of Jakarta, had come to East 
Sumatra. Besides, British troops have also been in Penang since September 11, 1945.  
However,  Mr. T. M. Hasan did not keep silence, dated 17 September 1945 he was running the 
other endeavors to reach consensus, this time conducted a meeting with about 60 people 
nationalists, both the radical and moderate movements. But the meeting was not able to agree on 
when exactly will the Republic was proclaimed, let alone decide when and how KNI Sumatra will 
be established. The participants were still hesitant to establish KNI. The only step forward that 
occurs when it is about Mr.TM Hasan suggestions that the participants who were present agreed 
to form a national committee of East Sumatra who intend to implement social programs with the 
aim of alleviating the plight population and improving economic conditions. The program is 
included to establish a Bank Dagang Nasional Indonesia and Rescue Agency of War Victims to 
relieve the unemployed. As President Director of Bank Dagang Nasional  appointed Ilyas, Prince 
Sultan and President Commissioner is Mr. Luat Siregar. In October 1945, Mr. TM Hasan as 
Governor of Sumatra invested  the R.I Government share in National Commercial Banks amounted 
to four hundred thousand Rupiah (TM Hasan, 1946: 5; Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 238-239). However, 
Mr. T. M. Hasan continued to make efforts to disseminate news about  proclamation of 
independence to the people who come from Aceh, Tapanuli and other areas in East Sumatra. The 
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news was then forwarded to the affected areas and cause each surge of the spirit of independence 
among the youth and the general public.  
 
Given the realization of the proclamation has not been realized, on 30 September 1945 
Barisan Pemuda Indonesia (BPI) succeeded in organizing a mass meeting (about 700 people) at 
Student Park School, Amplas Road, Medan. During the meeting the leaders of BPI, along with 
Governor Mr.TM Hasan and Abdul karim MS present to give speeches. Ahmad Tahir and Sugondo 
read the opening speeches. Both were invited to strengthen the spirit, Unity and Sacrifice 
(especially from the youth) in defending the Republic. Then Mr.TM Hasan speaking, he describes 
the events of August 17, 1945 in Jakarta, and asserted that the Indonesian independence was 
proclaimed and that the government of the Republic are now available. But he also stressed that 
to date a written confirmation of his appointment as Governor still has not been received, but he 
only fully representative of Sukarno. Therefore, he states, has no authority to begin forming a 
government apparatus (Jusni Nazir, 1958: 5; Ministry PI, 1953: 29-30). Mr. TMHasan in a careful 
way and in accordance with the law was still considering the Japanese military and the Allies who 
have the power to take strong action against a RI government.  
 
After getting the official confirmation as the governor of Sumatra on 2 October 1945, 
Mr.TM Hasan then explained to  Shu Cho Kan that the Republican government now exists and 
proclamation will be delivered on October 3, 1945. Mr.TM Hasan ordered the Indonesian national 
flag-raising throughout Sumatra and began to issue decisions as governor. National committee 
then changed its name in itself be KNI East Sumatra and chose two moderate leaders, Dr. Soenario 
and Dr. Djabangoen, respectively as Chairman and Vice Chairman.  
In October 1945, public meetings to celebrate the founding of the Republic was held in Medan and 
other cities. In all public meetings were accompanied by a flag raising ceremony of the Republic 
and closed by singing together the song Indonesia Raya. In a public meeting on October 4, 1945, in 
the town square (Independence Field) under the strict supervision of hundreds of Japanese armed 
forces, Mr.TM Hasan praised the youth activities and warned the dutch not to exploit the internal 
disunity in the front  of the Republic. As expressed that,  
"The spirit of the people of Indonesia at the end of the Pacific war is very different from the spirit 
of the people before this war. Now every member of society, and each youth is fully aware of the 
independence and sovereignty of his homeland. The flaming of spirit of independence and youth 
fronts formed throughout Indonesia with the idea of freedom fully. The Dutch are very mistaken if 
they still think that the present situation is the same as the spirit of the period before the war, the 
Dutch should not be trying to find ways and means or expect intermediaries (agents) it to colonize 
Indonesia again, as this will disturb the security and public order, because Indonesian people in 
general and Indonesia in particular youth agencies will view it as a traitor of homeland.  
 
Therefore, they will try to resist such acts, which of course would seriously endanger the 
personal security of the Dutch people and its agents. In addition, if the main leaders of Indonesia 
will do treason, then by the Dutch firm and its agents will be removed from society. Therefore, we 
certainly hope the Dutch will not make policy efforts. Thus, that peace and order can be enforced 
(Osman Raliby, 1953: 50). In his speech Mr. TM Hasan asked all groups, including the youth to 







Building a Government of the Republic of Indonesia, Sumatera Province  
 
After a mass meeting at the House of Taman Siswa, Amplas Road, Medan , apparently belonging to 
the youth activities of BPI increased and daring. Various forms of pamphlets, and writing that 
contains a call to uphold democracy, justice, and oppose all forms of colonialism has graced the 
face of the city of Medan at the time. Pamphlets and handwriting that can be found on the walls of 
buildings, wagon trains, cars, and other public infrastructure. Everything was burning passion or 
emotion in the city of Medan, so they are together standing upright behind the Republic of 
Indonesia to defend it from enemies of the Republic of interference. On the other hand various 
organizational forms of struggle begin to grow in the city of Medan, which are all based on the 
spirit of independence or death defend the Republic. National Independence placed as the highest 
treasure and honor that must be protected from the various parties who will try to accuse it.  
The amount of support for the proclamation of independence of most citizens of the city of 
Medan, especially the youth, eventually convincing Mr. T. M. Hasan that the task from PPKI to him 
fully supported by all the revolutionary youth, especially those who joined the BPI and the 
majority of citizens of the city of Medan. Based on that belief, then on October 3, 1945 after prior 
consultation with the General Nakashima, Mr. T.M. Hasan officially decreed as the Governor of 
Sumatra. The decree was also officially marked the establishment of the Government of the 
Republic of Indonesia Sumatra Province, in Medan.  
Decree No. 1-X-dated October 3, 1945 it officially appoint ten persons resident Sumatra Province. 
Ten persons resident who was appointed as follows:  
 
 
1. Dr. Ferdinand Lumbantobing (Resident Tapanuli) 
2. Teuku Nyak Arief (Resident Aceh) 
3. Mr. Mohammad Yusuf (Resident of East Sumatra)  
4. Mohammad Safei (Resident of West Sumatra) 
5. Ir.Indra Tjahya (Resident Bengkulu) 
6. Dr. A. Syagaf Yahya (Resident Jambi) 
7. Dr. A.K. Gani (Resident of Palembang) 
8. Mr. Abd. Abbas (Resident Lampung) 
9. M.A. Sharif (Resident of Bangka and Belitung) 
10.Aminuddin as Resident of Riau, be based in the Pakan Baru.  
 
In his efforts to smooth the wheels of his rule, Mr. T.M. Hasan then through decree No. 2-X-Date 
October 3, 1945 held up the ten advisors of the Governor. Ten adviser are: Tengku Hafas, resident 
who helped the governor's office.,  Mas Tahir, Secretary to the Governor, with several high 
officials who assisted in Sumatra Governor namely;. Mangaradja Soangkupon, dr. Pringadi,.. Mr. 
T.M. Hanafiah, Abu Bakar Djaar, Raden Mohammad Amrin, Tengku Abdul Hamid, Abdul Karim MS, 
dr. Sahir Nitihardjo.  
 
 Besides, by Decree No. 3-X-Date 3 October 1945, Mr. T.M. Hasan also raised four mayor in 
Sumatra, namely; Mr. Luat Siregar (Medan), Barnawi (Bukit Tinggi), dr. Hakim (Padang), and Ir. 
Ibrahim (Palembang). (Sofyan Effendi, 1990: 26; Bureau History Prima, 1976: 150 and 749; Reid, 
1971: 46; Teuku M. Isa, 1999: 256). In subsequent developments Sumatra Governor staff was 




1. Mangaraja Soangkupon as a Resident that assigned to the Governor of Sumatra. 
2. Mas Tahir as Secretary of the Governor of Sumatra. 
3. A. Karim M.S. as a Resident Assistant assigned to the Governor of Sumatra. 
4. Mr. T.M. Hanafiah as Chief Justice Bureau. 
5. R. Muhammad Amrin as Chief Financial Bureau. 
6. Abu Bakr Jaar as Head of Education Bureau. 
7. Tengku Abdul Hamid as the Chief of Bureau Prosperity. 
8. Dr. Tengku Mansur as the Head of Health Bureau. 
9. Dr. Sahir Nitihardjo as high Employees assigned to the Governor of Sumatra. 
10. Mr. Tengku Zulkarnain as Chairman of the High Court of Medan. 
11. A. Mutholib Moro as Attorney Appeal. 
12. Dr. R. Pringadi as high Employees assigned to the Governor of Sumatra and concurrently   Chief 
of the General Hospital Medan. 
13. Tengku Usman Husin as Interpreter. 
14. Tengku Maimun Habsyah as Interpreter. 
15. Tuanku Mahmud as the resident assigned to the Governor of Sumatra as an inspector to check 
the state government (Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 305). 
 
Given the area of East Sumatra there are regions of the kingdom and its status is recognized in 
Article 18 UUD 1945, then Mr. T.M. Hasan as Sumatra Governor appoint five persons as 
government deputy to the kingdoms in East Sumatra, as referred to below; 
  
 
1. Tulus, Deputy Government of Indonesia to  Deli Serdang  located in Medan   
2. Tengku Amir Hamzah, Deputy Government of Indonesia to Langkat domiciled in Binjai  
3. Madja Purba, Deputy Government of Indonesia to Simalungun based in Siantar  
4. Ngerajai Meliala, Deputy Government of Indonesia to Tanah Karo based in Kaban Jahe 
5. Tengku Musa, Deputy Government of Indonesia to Asahan  located in Tanjung Balai  
 
The five representatives of the Government was in running the daily affairs of government 
in direct contact with the Resident of East Sumatra in Medan. Maybe need a little explained, that 
some of the resident who was appointed Governor of Sumatra (Aceh, West Sumatra, Riau, 
Palembang and Lampung) had already carrying out duties in their respective regions on the 
removal of KNI in their area, before the release of the Decree of the Governor of Sumatra. Dr. A.K. 
Gani and Mr. Abdul Abbas, even from the date of 25 September 1945 has received an official letter 
of appointment from President Sukarno. However, for the sake of administrative completeness,  
the Governor decree  was indeed still need to be removed. For the older group leaders who still 
require administrative completeness and shall act in accordance with the laws, The decree  is very 
important to build a solid foundation for action. All of the decision letter was delivered by 
telegram that is still served by employees of the PTT.  
Adviser of Governor of Sumatra are mostly well-established leaders in Medan city, except Karim 
MS. The appointment of the Governor's Advisory very important, at least when viewed from two 
aspects. First, Mr. T.M. Hasan still want to embrace the moderates and the kingdom to get 
together with all segments of society in Medan City to support the Republic of Indonesia. His 
actions, of course, based on calculations, that at that time the Dutch forces / NICA has been 
present in front of the eye that is ready to destroy the Republic of Indonesia in any way. In 
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addition, efforts of Mr.T.M. Hasan to embrace the royal group also based considerations, that 
these groups still have influence among the people. With these considerations, then Mr. T.M. 
Hasan was still trying to embrace the royal faction into his government. The appointment of 
Tengku Hafas at least can be understood from this viewpoint, and at the same time to avoid 
political chaos, something which should be avoided if the Republic wanted to get the sympathy of 
the world (Allied). Secondly, the appointment of Abdul Karim M.S. became assistant governor 
seems to be an exception. Apparently Mr. T.M. Hasan was impressed with the appearance Abdul 
Karim, MS on the BPI at the meeting of September 30, at amplas road, which turns out to satisfy 
and smoothe the spirit of the youth at that time. From there most likely Mr. T.M. Hasan began to 
calculate figures M.S. Karim as a leader who are expected to mobilize the strength of masses of 
youth and  as well as controlling the "repression". Based on such a political reality, the 
appointment of Karim MS in the Government of the Republic in Medan city can not be avoided 
anymore (Sofyan Effendi, 1990: 26).  
 
After his first decree, Mr. T.M. Hasan then assign a building located at Istana Road, No.15 
as the Office of the Governor of Sumatra. On October 4, 1945, appointment of high officials of the 
Republic of Indonesia's Sumatra Province, officially announced through the official daily Sumatra 
Province "Soeloeh Merdeka" under the leadership of Jahya Jacob, who started publishing at the 
same day. Accordingly, Mr.T.M. Hasan quickly also ordered a general mobilization to take power 
from the hands of the Japanese. The order was in a single day has been implemented 
simultaneously in all parts of the city of Medan. even in other areas in East Sumatra. Quickly all 
government service, police, office telephone, telegraph, rail, and others taken from the hands of 
the Japanese Military Administration. It is inevitable that the role of youth groups, especially that 
incorporated in BPI, BKPI, and National Control are very huge in the process. Ordered to all 
employees to obey the commands of Republic Leader and stop all activities in all offices which can 
not be wave the Red-White flag.  
 
The day before the appointment of ten persons resident Sumatra Province and other key 
officials, Mr. T.M. Hasan ordered the establishment of the National Committee of Indonesia (KNI) 
Region East Sumatra. Two moderate figure, dr. Soenarjo and dr. Djabangun appointed as the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman. Establishment of Eastern Sumatra Regional KNI run smoothly 
without the barriers that means. Most likely the condition is caused by things as follows. On 
October 1, 1945 Lieutenant General Christison, Commander of Allied Forces in Indonesia based in 
Jakarta said that the Allies would not dissolve the Government of the Republic of Indonesia. This 
statement has removed any doubt from the majority of intellectuals, nationalists and other old 
faction leader. As a result, groups together with the young revolutionary easily  to be invited by 
Mr. T. M. Hasan to form KNI East Sumatra. In addition, Mr. T. M. Hasan himself on 29 September 
1945 have received official confirmation as the governor of Sumatra, directly from President 
Sukarno. According to Mr. T.M. Hasan in Sumatra there are 9 residency, then there are 9 KNI-Local 
with its members representing the socio-political forces that exist in Sumatra .. The mechanism of 
delivery of each prefecture to KNIP representatives elected directly by Mr. T. M. Hasan. He himself 
declared that the election KNI in Sumatra was so easy because it always insists on balancing the 
power of religious groups and consider the condition of their respective regions. In Tapanuli, more 
members of the Christian circles, but in East Sumatra, dominated by members of the Islamic 
people of the Muhammadiyah and Masyumi (Dwi Purwoko, 1995: 60).  
Government efforts to establish in Medan Sumatra province was experiencing some difficulties, 
especially in areas of East Sumatra which is still under the jurisdiction of the Melayu Sultanate. Mr. 
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Mohammad Yusuf in shaping the government bureaucracy in East Sumatra Residency constraints, 
because most of the royal figure is not explicitly expressed support to the Republic except those 
conducted by the Sultan of Serdang. At that time the Sultan of Serdang send a telegram to 
Governor of Sumatra to be submitted to President Sukarno, who declared it please submitted to 
the President of the NRI that The Kingdom of Serdang  and its colonize only recognizes the power 
of local governments of Indonesia and with all the force will support the Republic (Van der Wal, 
1972) . These conditions lead to aggravation of the revolutionary minded youth, which eventually 
led to tensions in some areas in East Sumatra. However, at this stage they still refrained forcible 
takeover.  
 
Given this situation, Mr. T.M. Hasan tried to offer cooperation with the figures of the 
kingdom to jointly support the Republic. Consideration by Mr. T.M. Hasan possibility based on 
political realities that exist at the time. First,  if the kingdom did not participate in the Provincial 
Government of Sumatra, then this is to deny the fact that they still exist in East Sumatra. The 
denial of the reality of it will be bad, that there will be chaos, a promotion that is not good in the 
eyes of the international world. In this stage, of course, Mr. T.M. Hasan eventually will compete 
with the NICA / Dutch kingdom in this exciting class into the ranks of each. Meanwhile, the 
revolutionary youth group wanted to take a shortcut, not long-winded and time consuming. This is 
what coloring the dynamics of the revolutionary of Independence process at the beginning of the 
revolution in East Sumatra (Medan), which is then characterized by the presence of British troops 
and the status of Japanese soldiers as guardians of the status quo.  
Based on these considerations, then Mr. T.M. Hasan began to make changes to the bureaucracy of 
government, especially its officials. On November 10, 1945, Mr. Mohammad Yusuf mutated to 
replace Mayor Luat Siregar as the Major of Medan City,  who later was appointed as advisor to the 
Governor in the political field. Position resident of East Sumatra submitted to the Tengku Hafas, a 
royal figure from the Deli is trusted by Mr. T.M. Hasan could attract royal faction to support the 
Republic of Indonesia. Not only that, Mr. T.M. Hasan also picked Tengku Amir Hamzah, Tengku Dr. 
Mansoer as a Resident Assistant Health Inspector Langkat and Sumatra, while Tengku Bahriun and 
Tengku Dhamrah was appointed as a senior officer assigned to the Office of the Governor of 
Sumatra.  
 
The strategy adopted by Mr. T.M. Hasan seems to be done, in addition to the above 
reasons were also performed to alleviate fears from  the kingdom, Britain and the Netherlands 
that the revolutionaries will be the domination on the Government of the Republic. Tengku Hafaz 
at that time was described by the British as people who have moderate views, his appointment as 
Resident of the East Sumatra can be beneficial Netherlands and Britain may be beneficial in 
overcoming the problems of security and order in Medan Area (Langenberg, 1976: 337). Luat 
Siregar subsequently appointed as Chairman of the KNI. members currently represent all political 
parties and other mass organizations (Ministry of Information, 1953: 450-459). Therefore, as of 
October 3 through November 1945, the basic structure of the Government of the Republic in 
Sumatra has been established, though still very simple. Establishment of Provincial Sumatra 
important meaning, because it has eliminated any doubt the citizens all along, that in Medan City  
has existed a nation's own government. Government of Japan, the NICA / Netherlands, and the 
Allies are the forces that must be expelled. They eventually united to form the line to defend the 




In the early stages, Mr. T.M. Hasan make regulations concerning the employment 
contract. Hiring low-to medium-done by the resident, while the upper middle of employees 
conducted by the Governor. Salary structure that made by Mr. T.M. Hasan at that time still follow 
the Dutch model, namely the Governor Salary Rp. 1200, Resident Rp. 800, Regent Rp. 500, Patih 
Rp. 400, Wedana Rp. 300, and Camat Rp. 200 per month (Sofyan Effendi, 1990: 35). In the early 
days of independence revolution in Sumatra, many civil servants help the government takeover of 
the Japanese. Thanks to their experience, the wheels of government running smoothly and that's 
why the process of government administration in Sumatra going well.  
 
Realizing that the threat to the Government of Sumatra province so great, on October 7, 
1945, two days after President Sukarno dissolved BKR and ordered the formation of the TKR, the 
Governor of Sumatra Mr.TM Hasan, raising TKR coordinators in each Residency . As a regional 
coordinator for East Sumatra was appointed Abdul Karim MS and to Tapanuli dr. Ferdinand 
Lumbantobing. Given his duties as senior assistant to the governor's office, then on October 9, 
1945, Abdul Karim MS pick Mahruzar (younger brother of Prime Minister Sutan Sayhrir)  to form 
the army organization. On October 10, 1945 in a meeting to form a TKR East Sumatra, Ahmad 
Tahir  was elected as the Commander of TKR East Sumatra. Meanwhile, TKR  Tapanuli led by 
Pandapotan Sitompul, TKR Aceh led by Syamaun Gaharu, TKR Riau led by Hasan Basri, TKR West 
Sumater  led by Dahlan Jambek, TKR Jambi led by Abun Jani , and TKR Palembang  led by Hasan 
Kasim. Headquarters of TKR Sumatra located in Lahat,  South Sumatra. Since November 1945, Dr. 
A.K. Gani was appointed by the Headquarters of TKR in Java as an organizer and coordinator of 
TKR Sumatra. R. Soehardjo Hardjowardojo appointed as Head of the Headquarters of TKR Sumatra 
(Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 286-287). Dr. A.K. Gani then issued instructions stating that the Sumatra 
formed into six divisions under the Commander Major General Suhardjo Hardjo Wardjojo. TKR 
units of East Sumatra and Tapanuli made the Division IV and VI. In Medan formed a military police 
unit. On January 26, TKR Sumatra changed its name to the Military of the Republic of Indonesia 
(TRI), in accordance with the instructions of the Government of the Republic in Java.  
 
At the beginning of the revolution armed clashes between armed forces of the Republic 
with the NICA / Allied cause Medan city becomes vulnerable. Various battles often occur in the 
area of  Medan Area. Sometime  Mr. T.M. Hasan as the Governor had to intervene directly to 
resolve the chaos. In the event that occurred in Bali Road in October 1945, Japanese soldiers who 
was in charge of the Allies to maintain security, were unable to calm the militancy of the youth. As 
a result they asked Governor of Sumatra to help calm the youth. Thanks to the Governor of a state 
guide to soothed again. Mr. T.M. Hasan also go directly to visit the Republic army defense line in 
some areas in Medan city such as in the Two Rivers Area (Deli tua) to meet his commander, Nip 
Karim and gave a speech to rise the spirit of the fighters (Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 268, 273). 
 
As someone who has been given the responsibility as Governor of Sumatra and Deputy of 
Central Government in the Sumatra, Hasan really has shown a consistent and loyal to the 
command line or central government policy. Loyalty may be evidenced by his attitude that refused 
AI Spitz (ex-Gouverneur van Sumatra) and Dr. Beck to meet with him. Although eventually the two 
former officials of the Netherlands was to attend the meeting between General Sir Philips 
Christison with the Governor of Sumatra, 26 November 1945, but they are just as listeners. In the 
meeting, General Christison says if the governor ever know the contents of Queen Wilhelmina's 
speech on December 7, 1942, the contents of which want to give a certain status in Indonesia. 
Queen Wilhelmina's core speech actually want to form a "Commitments Kingdom (Rijksverband)" 
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which unites the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Indonesia, Surinam and Curacao after the second 
world war (the Federal interim Government  Indonesia, ttp: 3-8). Mr. T.M. Hasan directly asserts 
that " Sumatra as area of the Republic of Indonesia does not have its own politics which despite 
different political or implemented by the central government in Java. Any high political 
negotiations concerning the status of Indonesia conducted by the Cabinet in Java Indonesia. " But 
Mr. T. M. Hasan was also not obey orders from superiors, because he thought the order was not 
congruent with real conditions that exist in Sumatra. When Hatta ordered to dissolve or take 
action against the PKI because it is considered a rebellion in 1948 in Madiun, Mr. T.M. Hasan 
declined because of the PKI in Sumatra did not do anything and in Sumatra did not have a problem 
with the PKI's . According to his analysis if the PKI in Sumatra dissolved it will cause a major 
problem in Sumatra (Dwi Purwoko, 1995: 59). He has shown how a leader must be very clever to 
read the situation and conditions of the region, so not all commands should be executed. For him, 
law order and public security became the main goal to run the wheels of government in Sumatra. 
Therefore, all actions must be responsible by law and based on careful situation analysis.  
 
Mr. T.M. Hasan is the figure of a leader who always put in any decision-making 
deliberations. Although it is known that the office as well as  Governor of Sumatra and Deputy of 
Central Government in the Sumatra is potential to make itself into an authoritarian leader. In a 
meeting with the Minister of Home Affairs Dr. Hasan Soekiman ever asked what is the duty and 
authority limits. Dr. Soekiman replied casually "It makes just as they pleased." To the Commissariat 
of Home Affairs in Sumatra, A.G. Pringgodigdo, Hasan said that, except for cases of decentralized 
governance of a technical nature, all about government matters become my business "(Teuku M. 
Isa, ed., 1999: 477). However, Hassan did not fall to be like that. He still runs the principle of 
consultation that is always in consultation with the National Workers' Representative Council of 
Sumatra, despite his position as representative of central government in Sumatra is not bound by 
the deliberations of the Working Committee of the Board of Representatives of Sumatra on 
matters of  the central government in Sumatra. House of Representatives Sumatra always be 
heard and be consulted.  
 
Principle of consultation is also applied in addressing the status of kingdom in East 
Sumatra. Several times the meeting (Ministry of Information, 1953: 767; Osman Raliby, 1953: 215-
216) with The Kings or sultan Melayu held in February 1946 in order to invite them to want to 
make the process of democratization in the region. In the meeting, Hasan claimed for the kings to 
break with the Netherlands and the process of democratization and support for the republic 
(Sofyan Effendi, 1990; Reid, 1987: 363). These meetings resulted in agreement that the kings are 
willing to do the process of democratization and to that end established a joint committee chaired 
by Mr. Mahadi. But unfortunately before the committee's work, there is an incident on March 3, 
1946, the destruction of the kingdoms in East Sumatra, known as "social revolution". The incident 
happened when Mr. T.M. Hasan left for a working visit to South Sumatra. Hasan deeply regrets the 
occurrence of such events. For him the incident was nothing more than a robbery / looting 
property of the king / sultan in East Sumatra. Because for him if it wanted rid of the kingdoms do 
not have a way to kill and rob the coal royalty, but simply by a Government decree. He stated 
"With a statute of government alone, without the murder and plunder treasure, a special area 
status is gone" (Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 367). But that's the nature of leadership Mr. T.M. Hasan. 
He always put the consensus to solve every problem of society / country. Although firmness in 
principle this should be paid handsomely by the outbreak of the events of the social revolution, 
which is a bad piece of his reign. This event has at least convince the Dutch NICA / Allies that the 
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Republic was not able to control their supporters or the republic has been dominated by the 
"extremists".  
 
On March 21, 1946, nearly three weeks after the outbreak of  the social revolution, Mr. 
T.M. Hasan eventually returned to Medan from Palembang. A day later he manage the meeting 
with the leaders of TRI and civil. In the meeting it was decided, that it would be soon held a 
hearing KNI and moved the capital of Sumatra Province to Pematang  Siantar , given the increasing 
pressure from the British Military. Most of the members of the Division troops move out of 
Medan, which is to Brastagi, while Radio Republik Indonesia (RRI), also moved to Siantar. The 
exertion of the news  conducted after the  rebuilding of equipment that broadcasts take place 
normally again. Movement of troops and radio equipment, was followed by the relocation of other 
government agencies gradually to Siantar, and Tebing Tinggi.  
Then in order to construct a democratic government, dated 12 April 1946 Mr.TM Hasan picked up 
100 members of the House of Representatives Sumatra (DPS) and also announced the names of its 
members. Among twenty members appointed from East Sumatra and eleven of Tapanuli. DPS The 
trial will be held at Bukit Tinggi on the date, April 17, 1946. At that time Mr.T.M. Hasan has 
dissolved the emerge military government   in East Sumatra and raised Luat Siregar as a resident of 
East Sumatra. On 15 April 1946 formally Sumatra Province Government Center is located in 
Siantar.  
 
After removing the decision of appointment of the DPS, Mr. T.M. Hassan and Amir 
Sjarifuddin-who was then visiting Sumatra (Medan) to examine the case of the Social Revolution-
off to Bukit Tinggi. A day later Abdul Karim M.S. and Luat Siregar,  and 18 other DPS  also went to 
Bukit Tinggi. Parliament Session immediately opened on April 17, 1946 and was attended by one 
hundred members. Mr. Governor. T.M. Hasan elected as Chairman of the Assembly and leader of 
the Socialist Party, Dr. Gindo Siregar as Vice Chairman. Several members of the executive comitte 
also has been selected namely: Dr. Gindo Siregar and Dr. Sunaryo (East Sumatra), Mr. Rufinus 
Lumbantobing (Tapanuli), Soetikno (Aceh), Tjik Wan (South Sumatra), and Mohammad Nasrun 
(West Sumatra).  
 
DPS trial managed to decide the formal structure of Republic government  in Sumatra. 
Basically, DPS decided that the province is headed by a governor, sub-province is headed by the 
deputy governor (Young Governor ), residency headed by a resident. District headed by a regent, 
kawedanan by a Wedana, and Kejamatan by a Tjamat and underneath there is the head of Nagari, 
Huta, Village, villages and so forth. In addition it was also decided the law on the establishment of 
departments  that handling financial matters, social welfare, health, communication, religion, 
communication, security and defense. Each department has its branches at the level of residency. 
Parliament Assembly had also managed to decide on a special department to handle the problem 
on the development of economic, educational, and plantation.  
Important decisions of the DPS trial is the reforming of parts of Sumatra in three sub-provinces 
(administrative regions ), namely North Sumatra (Aceh, East Sumatra, and Tapanuli Residency), 
Central Sumatra ( West Sumatra, Riau, and Jambi Residency), and South Sumatra (Palembang, 
Bengkulu, Lampung and Bangka / Belitung Residency). Each province is an administrative region 
that has no autonomy power or  government agencies and headed by a Young Governor. Young 
Governor  had the responsibility to coordinate various residency in their area (Soematera 




Sumatra DPS trial end on April 19, Mr. T.M. Hasan then returned to Pematang Siantar. 
Parliament Assembly decision implementation is not easy work. Just in May the set up of the 
Ministry of Plantation, Information, and Economics could be done. In early of July the Government 
Advisory Council was established on issue of Plantation and Economic Development. The Council is 
chaired by Ir. Indratjaya, and Dr. Gindo Siregar. The board was tasked to oversee the government's 
economic activities in Sumatra, including operating the oil mines in Pangkalan Brandan and 
Pangkalan Susu , tax control and circulation of currency and trade. In August, other departments 
also established namely, Health, education, Religion, Defense (Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 383-410).  
 
The Government of the Republic of Indonesia Province Sumatra  trying to rehabilitate an 
economy that had been destroyed during the Japanese. Since mid 1946, the state of food and 
clothing the population had recently been improved. Dressed from gunny sack almost no longer 
exists. In addition, people's economy  guided by the government by way of co-operatives. One 
effort toward this is that the government has tried to rise much more rice cultivation, making 
irrigation, land distribution, and include basic materials from abroad by way of barter with the 
Indonesian nature yield. In the social sector the government has formed a management 
committee for romusya and poor people who later worked with the Bureau of Religious Affairs 
(TM Hasan, 1946: 13-14).  
 
In the financial sector the Government of the Republic having difficulty, because officially 
until the year 1946 do not yet have its own currency. In Sumatra the circulation was the Japanese 
currency. Japanese currency in circulation was too much in society, so that value continues to 
decline. In contrast the prices of goods continue to soar. Causes of the Japanese currency inflation 
that is caused by The Dutch government. Known that the British Government in Singapore has 
gained a cliché to print the money and then the tools that fall into the hands of Holland. With the 
tools that the Dutch finally able to spread false money into the region of the republic (Pemerintah  
Poesat Soematera, 1946: 22-23). To overcome the problem that then Mr. T.M. Hasan issued edict 
No. 20 / mgs Date December 2, 1946 that announced the enactment Oeang Republik Indonesia 
(ORI) as a valid medium of exchange with a ORI exchange rate equal to one hundred  Japanese 
currency. However this turns out to have not been able to overcome the financial problems of 
Sumatra provincial government. In early 1947 the budget for staff salaries and costs of the struggle 
was not met. The state treasury is not enough to meet the needs of government spending. Efforts 
to request assistance to the Central Government to send ORI did not work. As a result Mr. TM 
Hasan as Governor of Sumatra and Deputy of Central Government in the Sumatra requesting 
consideration of the Finance Minister, Mr. Syafruddin Prawiranegara for Sumatra provincial 
government can print its own money. Syafruddin said, Sumatra promesse print only, not money 
but "appointment letter". Hasan thinked that the bill more effective than promesse.  Based on the 
consideration that, then Mr. T.M. Hasan decided to print paper money URIPS (Money of the 
Republic of Indonesia Sumatra Province) and came into force on 8 April 1947 by edict No. 92/KO. 
URIPS signed by the Chief Financial Office, Province of Sumatra and the Director of Bank Negara 
Indonesia in Pematang Siantar. The price of a URIPS rupiah equal to one ORI rupiah and a hundred 
of Japanese currencies.  Mr. T.M. Hasan then set the Bank Negara Indonesia as the state bank’s  
through Government Regulation in substitute of Law No. 2 Year 1946 (Teuku M. Isa, ed., 1999: 
386-387). Financial problems as the driving wheels of government and ultimately the struggle 
finally dissolved. By Mr. T. M. Hasan. The next effort is to find a reliable human resources to 
support the performance of the Provincial Finance Bureau to seek expert printing money, financial 
experts, bank experts, and experts pawnshops. Included in that context that Mr. T. M. Hasan and 
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R.M. Amrin visit to South Sumatra. 
After Pematang Siantar occupied the Netherlandstroops  in July 1947 Aggression, capital of 
Sumatra Provincial Government moved to Bukit Tinggi. After that the Sumatra provincial 
government re-organize  to the needs of the struggle against the Dutch and the effectiveness of 
the wheels of government in Sumatra. For that since the date June 1, 1948, Sumatra made three 
provinces, namely Central Sumatra, North Sumatra and South Sumatra. Mr. T. M. Hasan honorably 
discharged as a Governor of Sumatra and then was appointed as Commissioner of the Central 





Appointment Seokarno to Mr. T.M. Hasan was a member PPKI turned out to be the right choice at 
the right time. His experience in the field of government bureaucracy since the Dutch and 
Japanese colonial period, turned out to be a highly valuable capital in building the foundations of 
government of the Republic of Indonesia in Sumatra (Medan). Experiences that is the reason for 
Soekarno to appointed him in PPKI membership. Sukarno was not wrong, because Hasan plays an 
important role in preventing the disintegration of the nation when he diplomatically able to 
"tame" Ki Bagus Hadikusumo. In the present context, its role is still relevant to learn and be 
guided, given Indonesia is faced with crucial problems that threaten the integrity of the Unitary 
Republic of Indonesia.  
 
There are some things that need to be exemplified from Mr. T.M. Hasan. First he was the 
leader who always put the discussion in every decision, even though they had been given absolute 
authority by the central government in taking all the state policy in Sumatra, as well as the 
Governor of Sumatra, he also serves as the Central Government Representative in Sumatra. The 
last position was in fact already do the job as State Commissioner of Public Affairs in Sumatra, 
including full power lift given civil servants in Sumatra. But it did not make it into an authoritarian 
leader, a proper attitude model for the younger generation become Indonesia's current, especially 
for the state leaders. In addition, he is also a leader who always acted on the basis of law (legality), 
reject the use of force in taking action and love peace. In the history of the establishment of 
government in Sumatra attitudes like that are known to struggle moderate line that seeks to 
involve all components of society in building and maintaining the Unitary Republic of Indonesia.  
 
Thus, Mr.TM Hasan is the leader that able to relieve the political tension, when the 
struggle for independence took place in condition of full of conflict and turmoil. No wonder the 
Japanese military leaders, and the Allies needed his help to defuse the situation in the city of 
Medan at the time. Attitudes and lines such struggle has led to Mr. T. M. Hasan became the figure 
of a leader who was instrumental in building the basics of the Government of the Republic of 
Indonesia in Sumatra with the wise. Because of that attitude and act of the struggle made him a 
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